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Be (of this) Attitude

Introduction

Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:1-12

1. At the very beginning of Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew
5, we find that section of scripture commonly known as “the
beatitudes.”

A. The word “beatitude” means “supreme blessedness or
happiness.”

B. We find Jesus discussing the blessedness of those who posses
certain qualities in their life.

2. As I read this section of scripture I am thinking that I am to “be of
this attitude.” I realize that if I am of this attitude, as Jesus describes,
then I would most certainly be blessed.

3. It is as though Jesus was answering two questions people might have
been asking:

A. Who will be the citizens of “the kingdom of heaven?”

B. What benefits do they receive?

4. In the lesson this morning, let’s look at these beatitudes and answer
these two questions as we progress.

Be (of this) Attitude 1
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Character Involves Inter-Related Qualities

1. There is a certain character required of the citizens of the kingdom

A. One will possess all of these particular “graces” or “attitudes.”

1) It should be evident that some may be....

a. “Poor in Spirit”, but do not “hunger and thirst after
righteousness.”

b. “Mournful”, but are not “pure in heart.”

c. “Persecuted” but not for “righteousness sake.”

2. These graces are inter-related....

A. It takes all of these qualities, working in conjunction with one
another. This is similar to 2 Peter 1:5-11.
2 Peter 1:5-11

1) These are needed in conjunction to one another so that
“an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom.”

Be (of this) Attitude 2
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Benefits Summarized in ONE Word

1. The word is “blessed”....

A. The first word of the sermon (v.3)

Psalms 1:1 Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 

Revelation 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this
prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.

1) It is used 9 out of 10 times in verses 3-12, which is why
this section is called the beatitudes. 

2) It is a word that expresses great joy and gladness as
stated in 5:12 and Luke 6:23

Luke 6:23-Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is
great in heaven,.....

Character of the Citizens and the Benefits Received

Verse 3

1. Character: “Poor in Spirit”

A. “To have a humble opinion of ourselves; to be sensible that we
are sinners; to have no righteousness of our own; be willing to
be saved only by the grace and mercy of God” (Barnes)

1) We realize that we need God’s help and rely on him.

Luke 18:13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as
raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me
a sinner!' 

Be (of this) Attitude 3
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B. The opposite would be “proud of heart” such as the Pharisee of
Luke 18.

2. Benefit: "Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven"

A. Those who receive the kingdom are under the kingly rule of
God. They are in a spiritual kingdom.

1) Today, this involves being in the church, the present
manifestation of the “kingdom of heaven”

Matthew 16:19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven....

Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 

2) This will most certainly involve the “new heavens and
new earth” in the kingdom’s future and eternal
manifestation.

Matthew 25:34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world:

B. It is interesting to note that the first (v.3) and last (v.10)
beatitude includes this expression “for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.” 

1) Just as the kingdom is both present and future, we shall
observe that the blessings described involve both present
and future.

Be (of this) Attitude 4
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Verse 4

1. Character: “Mourn”

A. In a specific sense: Over one’s own spiritual poverty, one’s
sinfulness.

1) Like David did after his adultery with Bathsheba
Psalms 51:3-4

B. Note the relationship between these first two characteristics:
Unless one is first “poor in spirit” they will not “mourn” over
their spiritual poverty.

2. Benefit: “Shall be Comforted”

A. When one mourns over their sins and spiritual poverty, they
are comforted:

NOW 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any
trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds
through Christ. 

FUTURE Revelation 21:1-4 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more
sea. Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard
a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself
will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

Be (of this) Attitude 5
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Verse 5

1. Character: “Meek”

A. Gentle, easy to be entreated; One would rather suffer injury
than inflict it. Not out of weakness but rather realizing one’s
own poverty of spirit.

1) Moses was not a weak or timid man, but when personally
attacked, he was very humble.
Numbers 12:1-3

2. Benefit: “Shall Inherit the Earth”

A In one sense, a person inherits it now as a result of putting the
kingdom of God first (Matthew 6:33)

1) Though one may have less possessions than the wicked,
God enables them to enjoy it more.
Ecclesiastes 5:19-6:2

B. In another sense, there is the promise to come concerning
those in the kingdom now
2 Peter 3:10-13

END OF PART ONE
(Verses 6-10 next week)

Be (of this) Attitude 6
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Verse 6

1. Character: “Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness”

A. This would suggest that it is not a “half-hearted” search, but
one exemplified by David and Paul.

David
Psalms 42:1-2 As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for
You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come
and appear before God? 

Paul
Philippians 3:7-15

2. Benefit: “Shall be Filled”

A. With the righteousness which we so desperately need, found
only in Christ.
Philippians 3:8-9

B. So we can be ready, adorned in the white linen of
righteousness for the marriage of the Lamb.
Revelation 19:5-9

Be (of this) Attitude 7
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Verse 7

1. Character: “Merciful”

A. Loving toward those in misery (such as the good Samaritan).

1) Possessing a forgiving spirit toward those who sin against
them.

a. Such as Jesus had toward those who crucified Him.

2. Benefit: “Shall Obtain Mercy”

A. Those in the kingdom enjoy the forgiveness of sins now
through the blood of Jesus. They shall be shown mercy in the
future by escaping the righteous wrath of God.

Romans 5:9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through Him.

Be (of this) Attitude 8
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Verse 8

1. Character: “Pure in Heart”

A. Defined as: “singleness of heart, the honesty which has no
hidden motive, no selfish interest, and is true and open in all
things” (Lenski).

1) Refers to one who is sincere, honest and without
hypocrisy. This is necessary in order to see God.

Psalms 24:3-4 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand
in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not
lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.

2. Benefit: “Shall See God”

A. Presently, citizens of the kingdom can see God through their
Lord Jesus Christ

John 14:6-7 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me. "If you had known Me, you would
have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen
Him."

B. In the future, we will see Him face to face.

Revelation 22:3-4 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. They shall
see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

Be (of this) Attitude 9
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Verse 9

1. Character: “Peacemakers”

A. One who devotes their life to making peace by following the
prince of peace. They make an effort to be at peace with all
men.

Romans 12:18-21 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably
with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to
wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.
Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a
drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

2. Benefit: “Called Sons of God”

A. Even now we are called sons of God.

1 John 3:1-2 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us,
that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not
know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God;
and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when
He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

B. And how much more so, in the future!

Revelation 21:5-7 Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all
things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true and
faithful." And He said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to
him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his
God and he shall be My son.

Be (of this) Attitude 10
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Verse 10

1. Character: “Persecuted for Righteousness Sake”

A. Has allowed himself to be persecuted or endure persecution.
This is the idea that one did not flee from it, but willingly
submitted to it when it came upon them.

1) In what way? As described by Jesus in Verse 11 (Reviled,
persecuted, slandered falsely ---- ALL for JESUS’ SAKE!

2) This type of persecution will come upon those who are
citizens of the kingdom.

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution. 

Acts 14:21-22 And when they had preached the gospel to that city and made
many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening
the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and
saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 

2. Benefit: “Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven”

A. Those who receive the kingdom are under the kingly rule of
God. They are in a spiritual kingdom.

1) Today, this involves being in the church, the present
manifestation of the “kingdom of heaven”
(Same as verse 3)

Be (of this) Attitude 11
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Conclusion

1. Such are the Characteristics and Benefits of those who will be
citizens of the kingdom of heaven:

Review Slide (Characteristics and Benefits)

2. The character of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven involves eight
graces, all inter-related; working together to produce the right kind
of character, resulting in blessings in this life and in the life to come!
Mark 10:28–30

3. I encourage all of us to “Be of this Attitude” to develop the qualities
described in the “beatitudes” so that we can enjoy the blessings now
and forever!

Be (of this) Attitude 12
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